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DEVELOPING LESSONS TO PRESENT TO THE CONGREGATION:  May 22 – July 3
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TOPICS FOR FIVE MINUTE TALKS TO BE PRESENTED:


Begin your research and development now.  We will explain how to develop lessons and how to present them in this class.  Each person in the class will present a five-minute talk to the class as a part of training for the opportunity to speak publicly before the congregation.

1. “Blessed are the poor in spirit…”

2. “Blessed are they that mourn…”

3. “Blessed are the meek…”

4. “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness…”

5. “Blessed are the merciful…”

6. “Blessed are the pure in heart…”

7. “Blessed are the peacemakers…”

8. “Blessed are those who are persecuted…”

9. “Ye are the salt of the earth…”

10. “Except your righteousness shall exceed…”

11. “ “Take no thought for your life…nor for your body…”

12. “Take heed about your alms giving…”

13. “Closet praying”

14. “How to fast”

15. “Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth…”

16. “The broad way and the narrow way”

17. “Judge not…”

18. Trees produce after their kind

Not all men have the same ability to present lessons but each has some ability.  Each person must recognize his ability and potential and try to develop himself to do the best he can in presenting God's word. Not everyone has to present lessons "publicly" in order to be pleasing to God.  However, if God has given you that kind of ability, then you should aspire to teach publicly and you should want to learn all you can about how to present lessons in order to do the best work possible.  Public teaching in the assembly can range from a five minute talk to a more lengthy “sermon.”  Public presentation becomes easier when you learn something about how to do it and how to prepare lessons to present God’s word.

LESSON NUMBER ONE ‑‑ WHY SHOULD YOU WANT TO TEACH PUBLICLY?

A. You should want to teach publicly if you have the ability – God holds us accountable for what we can do – (Mt. 25:14-30).

B. You should want to serve God in whatever way you can.  As a Christian, you are a servant of righteousness and should do everything that your Master wants – (Rom. 6:16-22;  Gal.1:10; 1 Pet. 2:16).

C. You should want to teach, because you have the same kind of love for lost souls that God does.

1. What did His love cause him to sacrifice?  (Jno. 3:16; 1 Jno. 3:16-18; 4:7-12)

2. What was Paul willing to do for lost souls (Rom. 10:1). 

D. You should want to teach, because teaching is the means by which God draws men to Himself and acquired knowledge is the means by which we grow to become like Him (Jno. 6:44-45; 2 Thess. 2:14; 2 Pet. 1:3-7)

E. You should want to teach publicly, because you should be a student of truth and you recognize its power.  Be committed to what is right above everything else – (Jno.  8:31-32; 17:17-21).

F. You should want to teach publicly, because teaching requires, first of all, a knowledge of the word – you will experience no time in your life when you will accumulate more knowledge than when you are preparing lessons to teach others – a man cannot teach what he does not know and we need to grow in grace and knowledge – (2 Pet. 3:18).

G. You should want to teach publicly, because man’s real problems in life relate to the soul and its needs.  We must want to develop people spiritually and you can help in that development by providing God’s answers and inspiring people to nobler achievements.  (Illust. with story of toothbrush salesman with speech impediment)

WHY YOU SHOULD NOT WANT TO TEACH PUBLICLY

A. You should not want to teach publicly, if it is a means to an ego trip – a means of self glorification (Lk. 18:9-14)

B. You should not want to teach publicly, if it stems from a desire to be recognized by others – (Mt. 6:1-18)

C. You should not want to teach publicly for money, though a laborer is worthy of his hire – (1 Cor. 9:1-18)

D. You should not want to teach publicly as a means of getting back at someone – (Rom. 12:17-21)

LESSON NUMBER TWO – OVERCOMING OBSTACLES

OVERCOMING FEAR:


     Fear of public speaking is natural – depending on personality, some people experience more fear than others do.  If you are more of an introvert than an extrovert, speaking publicly will be more difficult for you.  Some “anxiety” will always be present, even for the most experienced speaker.  But this “edge” should be used for an advantage – it sharpens the mind and makes one more mentally alert – it creates a focus essential to good thinking.  The following should help you overcome your obstacles.

A. YOU ADDRESS A CARING AUDIENCE: To overcome undue fear that hinders thought processes and clear speech, understand first that an audience of Christians is the most sympathetic audience you will ever address.

1. They will listen sympathetically, even as they examine what you present.

2. They will listen to place the best construction on what you say.

3. They will make allowances for your small mistakes.

4. They will place the best construction on your, sometimes, feeble attempts to present Bible truth.

5. They will listen to encourage you in your efforts, though they may offer constructive criticism by which you might improve your efforts.

6. They will consciously look for good things in your teaching efforts.

B. YOU MIGHT FAIL: Our own “self esteem” and how others will view us, creates an enemy in our minds that must be conquered.

1. Someone said, “It is better to have loved and lost than never to have loved.”

2. Appropriately, we could affirm that it is better to have tried and failed than not to have tried at all.

3. Don’t let the fear of failure inhibit you to such a degree that you don’t use whatever ability God has given you – remember the “one talent man” (Mt. 25:15-29)

C. PREPARE AND KEEP PREPARING:  

1. Preparation necessitates perspiration – perhaps, not literally, but honest, determined effort is essential to good presentation.

2. A young person, with any degree of wisdom, is conscious of the greater Bible knowledge of his audience but the more you know about your subject, the more comfortable you will be in presenting it.  Imagine how uncomfortable it would be to address an audience of Physicists with doctorate degrees on the subject of rocket fuels.

3. You should never address an audience to teach the word of God, if you have not prepared yourself and done your best to understand your subject.  A lazy, lackadazakel student is unworthy to handle God’s word.

4. The best preparation will help to overcome your anxiety.

5. You will become a better speaker and more comfortable in your presentation by seeking every opportunity possible to teach His word – like any other skill, there is no substitute for practice.

D. FORGET ABOUT YOURSELF AND SEE A NOBLER PURPOSE FOR ACTION:

1. Most of our problems about fear relate to ourselves and how we see ourselves reflected in the perceptions of others.

2. We are encouraged by "well-wishers" who commend our efforts – and can be crushed by harsh, undue criticism.

3. So, we have to concentrate on losing self in our attempts to help others – Mt. 16:24; Eph. 4:1-3; Phil. 2:1ff.

4. The nobler purpose of public discourse is the desire to help others understand God’s Word better.

5. If that is what we are pursuing, then we understand that the Lord is on our side and it will give us the courage to do His will – Heb. 13:6.

OVERCOMING PHYSICAL HANDICAPS

A. Each person is faced with some kind of physical handicap – let’s face it, we are not all perfect, handsome specimens of the human race.

1. We are short or tall, skinny or a little “chubby,” etc. and not everyone has the deep, melodiously resonating “preacher’s voice” – some of the best preachers I have ever known had poor voices but were so filled with the knowledge of the word that you forgot about the physical limitation.

2. Demosthenes had a speech defect that he overcame by practicing speaking with pebbles in his mouth.  He then practiced speaking in the face of the roaring ocean until he could enunciate every word distinctly.

B. Study the orators in history to understand what made them the best speakers of their times.

1. Why was Winston Churchill able to move audiences?

2. Adolph Hitler, as evil and destructive as he was, was an effective speaker.

3. If there is a preacher you feel is an effective orator, understand why he is and how he became skilled at public speaking – more than likely, each had to overcome some kind of physical handicap and many have used their handicaps to become better speakers.

LESSON NUMBER THREE -- GETTING IDEAS TO DEVELOP AND PRESENT

Lessons to be presented fall generally into two categories: 

A.  Textual studies where a context of scripture is presented as a complete thought and is developed through integrated, smaller sections; and 

B. Topic or subject studies where a particular idea is developed by using sub points to support the general thought ‑‑ scriptures are integrated into the development and support of each point.

From whence come ideas? 

A. Ideas for textual studies come from personal reading and meditation, listening to sermons or Bible class study. I enjoy hearing someone else preach. 

B. Gospel meetings are usually rich fields for personal textual examination.

C. But daily, Bible study time is the greatest stimulation for lesson preparation. Textual studies have a natural flow to them, because the inspired writer was presenting God's mind in a logical, systematic fashion. Learning to follow God's reasoning can be the best kind of preaching you can do.

Subject interest comes from the same kind of study and listening. 

A. We may sometimes see the need for a thorough investigation on a particular subject as a result of Bible discussions we may have with others or an awareness of needs in our society. 

1. There may be a need for more detailed study in a particular subject such as "baptism," "Holy Spirit," "worship," "current moral issues," etc.

2. Sometimes there are situations within the congregation that need addressing – a need for greater dedication, more enthusiasm, more member participation, etc.

Books that will help you develop ideas for presentation.

A. There is, obviously, no substitution for your Bible. 

1. It is God's mind that you are trying to understand and present. 

2. Your responsibility is FIRST, FOREMOST AND ALWAYS to present what the text says. 

3. Select a good translation that can be followed by your audience. Of the translations available, I would recommend the New King James Version. 

4. Presenting a lesson is not just reading the text. Ezra and the others of Neh. 8:5‑8, read the scriptures "distinctly" (AMSV); that is, they "exegeted" them or "read with an interpretation." 

5. Sermons exegete passages, compare and combine other truths from other contexts, draw logical conclusions from known truths, and give definitions to words and illustrate truths.

6. Bibles usually come with different kinds of helps ("aids") such as center column references, concordances, and footnotes. Some even have introductions written at the beginning of each book to acquaint you with the background information of the book. Just remember that all such aids are human in origin. 

B. A good Bible dictionary that defines the Hebrew/Greek words is essential. 

C. Also a good concordance will allow you to locate many texts which address the same subject. 

D. In addition to those books you may choose to use commentaries which give explanations to the text. 

1. For instance "The Pulpit Commentary" is a set of commentaries which, not only gives comments to the text, but also has a "homiletic" section. 

2. The "homiletic" section, which follows the textual exegesis, is composed of ideas men have developed from the text much like sermons you might read.

GOOD LESSONS COME FROM RICH, DETAILED RESEARCH. THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTION FOR THOROUGH EXAMINATION OF THE EVIDENCE BEFORE ONE TRIES TO PRESENT TRUTH.

LESSON NUMBER FOUR -- LESSONS NEED SOME KIND OF STRUCTURE

           Since our minds think in logical form and language communication follows a structure designed to be systematically understood, lessons must have some organizational structure in order for there to be any teaching and learning done. Usually, lessons follow an order that begins with what I call “getting started.”  That is followed by a “systematic development” and ends with a “closure.”  Other titles may be given to a structure but the pursuit is essentially the same – like: “Here is what I am going to say;” “I am saying what I want to teach;” “Now, here is what I said.”

“Jump Starting”

A. “Jump starting” introduces the subject under consideration, gives a brief analysis of the subject and usually states the need for the material to be presented – you do need to convey interest in your subject

1. Proper definition of the subject matter is vital to any presentation.  

2. The “jump starting” section should not be "sensational" but it does need to be interesting enough to get the attention of the audience.

3. In fact, sensationalism should be avoided – your purpose is not to entertain the assembly.  Avoid titles like “Giving the pig a permanent wave,” (a lesson someone developed about the prodigal son) -- that borders on frivolity and is inappropriate.

4. Also avoid making excuses for yourself – got a sore throat, didn’t have enough time to study, etc.  When you do this you distract from your lesson and are preparing beforehand for LESS than your best effort.

“Systematic development”

A. The “systematic development” is the development of the subject by major points and sub points with appropriate scriptural support and illustrations. 

1. A good rule to follow is never to have more than four major points even in the "normal" length sermon. 

2. Usually, an exegesis of a passage presents its own points and sub points by obvious divisions of thought in the text. 

3. The major points must relate directly to the subject being discussed and must be systematically arranged.

4. You will need to make each major point distinctive as you present the lesson.

5. And, you must make the transition from one point to another smoothly.

“Closure”

A. The "closure" summarizes concisely what has been developed and reinforces the truths taught.  

1. It may also be a challenge for future investigation.

2. Do not destroy a good presentation by a lack of conciseness in impressing the lessons you developed.

LESSON NUMBER FIVE -- WHAT DO YOU INTEND TO ACCOMPLISH BY YOUR LESSON

     Every speaker agrees that he rarely learns more about God’s Word, than when he prepares a lesson to present to the congregation.  Obviously, when you develop a lesson to be presented to an assembly of God’s people, you should be interested in developing skills in teaching and growing in your own personal knowledge of God’s Word.  And, while it is critical that you want to do the best you can, your goals should reach beyond the personal satisfaction of a job well done to the effect your lesson will have on others -- you should clearly have in mind what you want to accomplish by your presentation.  Goals for lessons generally fall into four classifications with an apparent overlapping in many presentations.

TO INFORM 

A. Everyone should be hungering and thirsting for righteousness (Matthew 5:6) -- sadly, that is not so.  

B. But you must manifest your love for truth and intense interest in what you are presenting – that can be contagious. 
C. As a speaker you should understand the desperate need for knowledge (1 Peter 2:1-2; 2 Peter 3:18; Hebrews 5:12-14). 

1. To inform you must first know – make sure you understand your topic before trying to inform others, lest you create misconceptions (1 Peter 4:11).  

2. You should believe that knowledge is power; therefore, to create understanding will enable your audience to make wiser, nobler decisions in life.  

3. Ignorance, on the other hand, is deplorable.  

4. And, unlike a college class that is studying nuclear physics where all of the students have essentially the same level of knowledge, you will be addressing an audience that includes young, uninformed minds and also older ones in the faith.  You will need to put the information on a level that is comprehensible to the immature but not juvenile to the older ones.  

TO CHANGE THINKING

A. A mind without knowledge is easier to guide into truth than one that already has many erroneous concepts – to sow the seed in such a mind does not require that you, first, remove the weeds.

B. However, most every person has some convictions -- whether they are informed beliefs or prejudices (weeds that cumber the mind).   

C. Many times you will present lessons that are designed to present arguments dealing with wrong thinking.  

1. By these you are seeking to change wrong thinking into right thinking.  

2. In this kind of lesson you move from just presenting information to persuasiveness, because in order to create right concepts, you must first remove wrong ones.  

3. This was exactly what Paul did in Acts 17:22-31 -- analyze the very systematic way in which he appealed to his audience.

TO STIMULATE 

A. Let’s suppose that you have given your audience excellent, accurate information from God’s Word and your have delivered it in such a persuasive way that wrong concepts have been corrected.  

1. Now, their understanding is correct and they can operate from informed minds.  

2. To some people knowledge is exciting and stimulating – they will use that knowledge effectively to change their lives.  

3. To others, however, the possession of information does not necessarily create zeal.   

a. Faith (conviction), by itself is dead (James 2:14-26).  

b. In a good way, you must seek to provoke your audience – to stir them up, to create the necessary zeal to cause them to act on the information.  

c. This is exactly why Peter said what he did in 2 Peter 1:5-12.  In this instance, he was not giving them new information, he was reminding them of what they knew already but had forgotten (put in the back of their minds).  He refused to be negligent in his responsibility to stir them up “by putting them in remembrance,” (v. 12). 

d. In fact, we are to consider each other constantly that we might “to provoke to love and good works,” (Hebrews 10:24).  

B. While zeal without knowledge is disastrous (Romans 10:1), knowledge without zeal is useless and wasted (note Revelation 2:5).

TO MOVE TO ACTION

A. By stimulating you hope to move to action – there are people who really get excited about learning but, straightway, go their way and forget what manner of men they are (James 1:22-24).   

B. If you have informed your audience, persuaded them about truth and excited them, you must try to move them from inactivity to zealous work.  

1. The “provoking” mentioned in Hebrews 10:24, was not just a desire on the part of the writer to incite them – it reached beyond the stimulation to a consequence of action in love and good works.  

2. In the same way that Peter (2 Peter 1:5-12) was not just interested in “stirring up” these disciples – his design was to cause them to build Godly character upon their faith.

C. “You can lead a horse to water but you can’t make him drink” – but you must surely want to get him there so he can drink.

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO ACCOMPLISH BY YOUR LESSON?

LESSON NUMBER SIX -- EFFECTIVE PRESENTATION

Your work is only half done when you have developed your ideas and organized them for presentation. You cannot effectively deliver a poorly organized lesson. But you can annul or even destroy good material by poor delivery.

SIMPLE, PRACTICAL MECHANICS

A. Use good posture – stand up straight.

B. Look your audience in the eye – keep eye contact during your delivery. Look at the entire audience during your presentation, the tendency is to focus on one or two people exclusively.

C. Use a clear voice – speak distinctly and loudly.  Talk to the back of the room, from the diaphragm, not the throat.  No chewing gum or candy (unless you must have a cough drop due to illness).  If you are using a “clip-on” microphone, then be sure you have a good battery and know when to turn it on and off (like when you go to the rest room or are talking in the back to someone or singing the invitational song).  If you are using the podium microphone, then stand close enough to be heard, but not too close to create a distortion or feedback.  If you get feedback, then get further away from the microphone.  Also, if you are using the podium microphone, then keep talking into the microphone when you turn your head from side to side.

D. Vary your voice level – do not speak in a monotone.

E. Speak slowly enough that people can understand what you are saying.  Don’t be afraid to pause, appropriately.  

F. Dress appropriately – appearance can be a distraction – how effective would your presentation be, if you wore bluejeans and a shirt that had a “Budweiser” advertisement?

G. Avoid nervous habits like rattling change in your pocket.

H. Don’t use “filler” like “basically,” “you know,” “uh,” “and so forth”...

I. Don’t apologize for being nervous, having a sore throat or not having had enough time to prepare -- by doing so, you are preparing your audience for less than your best effort.

“IF THE BLIND LEAD THE BLIND…”

A. You cannot teach what you do not know.  Be thoroughly familiar with your material.  

B. The person who thinks he can effectively teach by last minute preparation or throwing some ideas together that have come to mind somewhere in the past few days only deceives himself.  You will be insulting your audience and doing an injustice to the Word of God.  The audience will know exactly what you are doing.  

C. While extemporaneous speaking may feed one’s ego, it can only be drawn from one’s resource of pre-studied material and, most of the time, lacks any depth of understanding.

D. Memorize as much as you can of your basic outline and also memorize scriptures to be used.  Presentation from memorization will stimulate your thinking and give you a greater confidence.  If you cannot memorize, then make sure that you have spent several hours studying so that you will have your material mastered.

PRACTICE YOUR DELIVERY

A. Your “style” of delivery must fit your personality and should never be a distraction to your lesson.  If you have impressed an audience with “show” and “theatrics,” you have actually hindered an understanding of the message.  Be yourself.  Avoid an artificial “preacher” voice. If you use gestures, then use bigger gestures than you may be used to.  Typically, what you think is exaggerated is “normal” to an audience. 

B. Get in a room by yourself and go over your material out loud – preferably, deliver your lesson into a tape recorder or maybe even use a video recorder so you can hear your lesson back and see how you look while you are presenting it.  

1. Listen to yourself and watch yourself critically.  Make sure that the way you frame your presentation in the structure of language is clear in presenting your ideas.

2. This kind of practice will make you uncomfortable but verbalizing your ideas and then listing to how they sound back to you should stimulate you to structure your presentation by clearer expressions.

USING ILLUSTRATIONS – WINDOWS TO ENLIGHTEN

A. Jesus was a master teacher who used all kinds of illustrations.  You will do well to study how He used parables and metaphors to make truth clearer.  

B. Do not use an illustration as the basis for building a lesson.

C. Limit “humor” and never use jokes for the purpose of entertaining – you are not doing an “after dinner” speech. Use illustrations that fit your point – an illustration does not illustrate if it does not relate to the point being made.

D. If you use visuals, then test them before you use them.  Don’t get carried away with visuals that can detract from the message.

E. Do not use material that is too graphic or inappropriate to the audience.  Remember that there are children present whose parents might not appreciate you telling their children something that they either wouldn’t tell them or would rather tell them at home.

F. Be careful about naming religious groups from the pulpit.  Sometimes it can and should be done, but exercise judgment.

FEEL WHAT YOU SAY

A. There are different levels of personal feelings a speaker may have for his topic and the topic itself will change the total package of one’s emotional involvement – a lesson about the concept of congregational organization and work will be different, if one is seeking merely to inform as opposed to opposing erroneous practices in a highly charged, emotional controversy on the subject.

B.  A rote, unfeeling delivery of the best material will bore your audience.

1. For instance, if you were to plan to speak on the dangers of violence in our world and just an hour before you spoke, you were held up at gunpoint and the thief not only stole your grocery money but beat you up, how would your presentation be different than if you had not had that experience?

2. Can you understand how Jeremiah’s delivery of God’s message to Judah about the country’s impending captivity would move him to tears? (Jeremiah 9:1; 13:17; 14:17; Lamentations 1:16; 2:11).  Read some of his statements out loud – such statements cannot be read indifferently.

3. Neither can you speak of how terrible sin is, the excruciating death of Jesus or the suffering of disciples impassionately.

4. Again, don’t be theatrical in order to impress the audience, but use emotion and gestures (if you are comfortable) in order to visually punctuate the message and to let the audience know that you are serious about your message.

C. However, it is wrong to use emotions to manipulate an audience – to tell a story that tugs at the heart strings, a “tear jerker,” to create an emotionally charged setting for the invitation can cause people to respond without the will being involved.

LESSON NUMBER SEVEN – -- IN CLASS DEMONSTRATION OF LESSON DEVELOPMENT


(The class will work together on developing each kind of the following lessons as a practical way of learning how to develop your own lessons)

1. TEXTUAL STUDY – John 15:14

A. Compose a good “jump start” for this text.

B. How would you divide this text into major points to be developed?

C. Examine and explain each of the phrases:

1. “Ye are my friends…” (what does it mean to be a “friend?” – vv. 13 and 15)

2. “If ye do whatsoever I command you.” (What prompts us to obey His commandments? – ch. 14:15; how important is it to do His commandments? Does grace set aside keeping His commandments? – Eph. 2:8)

2. TOPIC STUDY ‑‑ SIN

A. Compose a good “jump start” for this topic.

B. Note the two different words that are used that are translated by our English word “sin.”

1. Relate a scripture that defines sin.

2. What must first exist, before man can sin? (Can man sin if there is no law?)

3. Is man accountable to a higher power for transgression of law?  If he is, why is he?

C. Suggest four major points for the development of the lesson.

D. What would you intend to accomplish by presenting a lesson on “sin?”

E. How would you make a good closure to this lesson?

